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At the Joni and Stanley Tate Center Early Childhood Center we implement a developmentally appropriate program. The curriculum identifies social-emotional skills, physical development, cognitive and creative abilities and spiritual opportunities to make connections to our Jewish values.

The ECC  teaches a multicultural and bilingual curriculum.  The younger a child is when they learn a second language, the easier it is to grasp.  Children are eager to learn and teachers are eager to guide them in this process of education

The curriculum meets the children’s interests, needs and family cultures, providing the building blocks to continuing development.

At our Center we want the children to become independent, self-confident, curious learners who can work well with others. We are teaching them how to learn, not just in preschool, but throughout their lives.  

Children learn best by doing. They learn through play which provides the foundation for “school” learning.  Play is the work of young children.

The goal in our Center is to help the children discover” the magic of play”.

At our center classrooms are planned through your child’s eyes. You too, will see the joy and wonder of discovery that occurs in play activities. Play becomes the foundation for healthy development and is a powerful component in the lives of children. In play, they learn to use their imagination, to solve problems, to explore.  At the ECC, The child is the Curriculum.

Mitzvah Projects
We are always looking for new and different ways to help others in need. We know that together we can do much more! These are some of the programs our families have been supporting:
· Christmas Mitzvah Toy Drive 
· Holocaust Buttons Project in New Zealand 
· Earthquake in Haiti
· Ronald Mac Donald House 
· Community Partnership for the Homeless 
· Greater Miami Jewish Federation and the Center for the Advancement of Jewish Education “Read a Thon”, special Tzedakah Project to help Jewish people in need in Miami
· Linda Ray Center


Parents of Preschoolers Organization (POP)

We believe that the involvement of parents in Center activities is important for both you and your child.  When parents are involved in the Center, it strengthens the continuity between a child’s experiences at home and at school.  
POP, supports many  projects and green initiatives that are an essential part of the success of the school.  The organization has sponsored a fundraising drive selling BPA free plastic containers that provide families with a safe alternative to storing their children’s lunches, encouraging sustainability as we save resources by not using disposable products, and to generate funds to fund POP projects.  As part of a health education initiative, the POP introduced an organic and natural school lunch program, “Yummy in my Tummy”. If you would like to learn more about the food program, please contact them directly to www.yummyinmytummy.com.
Other successful fundraising efforts include weekly Friday Pizza sales and the Scholastic Book Fair. During the Book Fair, many books were donated by our families to the school as well as to the Community Partnership for the Homeless.  

Enrichments

The variety of educational and enrichment programs offered provided a very well rounded day. The stalwart curriculum is enhanced by weekly visits from the mobile library to foster a love of books and reading, as well as music, sports, cooking, Spanish, art and science instruction. The ECC offers a wide variety of recreational enrichment activities taught by certified coaches and instructors, including soccer, yoga, ballet and karate.  These enrichments give our students the space to learn new disciplines and techniques and have afforded the ECC with an opportunity to generate revenue.

Recycling
Two years ago we started a Recycling Program, which allows us to teach our children how to care for and maintain a healthy planet. This marked the beginning of a series of green initiatives. We teach our children how to separate recyclable materials from other trash. By separating materials, our children also have a wonderful opportunity to classify items and learn math! 
Families play an active and important role in this school initiative. At home, children keep finding ways to sort recyclables! 
We also implemented:
· Uniform use of re-usable lunch containers (BPA Free). 
· Donations of gently used clothing, toys, books, wooden puzzles, and other items.
· A recycled bank  to create different art projects. 
· The creation of a sensory garden in which we will replant seeds of different types of fruits.

Bios’
Valeria Michanie, Director of  Religious School and Director of Education at the Joni and Stanley has a Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education. She has 20 years of preschool teaching experience in Israel, Argentina, and for the last 8 years at the Joni and Stanley Tate Early Childhood Center in Miami. She is from Argentina and has lived in the U.S. since 2003. She lives with her husband Yosi and their three children, Jonathan, Daniela and Julian. 
Melba Leiman, Director of Administration, has a Master’s Degree in Arts. She has been working in Early Childhood Education for nine years, with a background in journalism; she had four years’ experience as a college teacher. She is the mother of two children, Fiona and Kevin that attended and graduated this school since they were babies and are participating now in the Temple’s Religious School.  Melba and her family had being part of Temple Israel family for nine years as well.

